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Acts 16:9-15; Revelation 21:10,22-22:5; John 14:23-29 

 

Acts 16:9-15 
9 During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him and saying, ‘Come 

over to Macedonia and help us.’ 10 When he had seen the vision, we immediately tried to cross over to 

Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good news to them. 
11 We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day to Neapolis, 12 and 

from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We 

remained in this city for some days. 13 On the sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where we 

supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the women who had gathered 

there. 14 A certain woman named Lydia, a worshipper of God, was listening to us; she was from the city of 

Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by 

Paul. 15 When she and her household were baptized, she urged us, saying, ‘If you have judged me to be 

faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home.’ And she prevailed upon us. 

 

Revelation 21:10,22-22:5 
10 And in the spirit he carried me away to a great, high mountain and showed me the holy city Jerusalem 

coming down out of heaven from God. 
22 I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. 23 And the city has 

no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24 The 

nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. 25 Its gates will never be 

shut by day—and there will be no night there. 26 People will bring into it the glory and the honour of the 

nations. 27 But nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who practises abomination or falsehood, but only 

those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 

22 1Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of 

God and of the Lamb 2 through the middle of the street of the city. On either side of the river is the tree of 

life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the 

healing of the nations. 3 Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But the throne of God and of the 

Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him; 4 they will see his face, and his name will be on their 

foreheads. 5 And there will be no more night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be 

their light, and they will reign for ever and ever. 

 

John 14:23-29     
23 Jesus answered him, ‘Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will love them, and we will 

come to them and make our home with them. 24 Whoever does not love me does not keep my words; and 

the word that you hear is not mine, but is from the Father who sent me. 
25 ‘I have said these things to you while I am still with you. 26 But the Advocate,[a] the Holy Spirit, whom the 

Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you. 
27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your 

hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. 28 You heard me say to you, “I am going away, and I am 

coming to you.” If you loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father, because the Father is 

greater than I. 29 And now I have told you this before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you may believe.  
Footnotes: 

a) John 14:26 Or Helper 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14.23-29&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-26684a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14.23-29&version=NRSVA#en-NRSVA-26684


The description in Revelation 21 and 22 of the new Jerusalem is one of my favourite passages of 

Scripture. Here at last is the final consummation and culmination of all things. Here is the moment 

when all is truly well and when God erases all pain and sorrow. The description in our passage 

today highlights the closeness of God with his redeemed people – he is in the midst of them 

himself, in the City, so that there is no need of a Temple which was only ever a model to represent 

the presence of God before the people of Israel – no need for models now, here is the real thing! 

Then we have the picture of the river of the water of life and the Tree of Life with its year-round 

fruit and its leaves for the healing of the nations. Would it not be wonderful to skip all the nasty 

parts of life – and death – on this earth and jump straight to the end? 

 

Well, it may be, but of course that option is not open to us. We have to go the long way round and 

our two other readings give some hints of what that will mean – and even perhaps as to why it is 

that we must go the long way round. 

 

Here at the end of John 14, Jesus is hinting that his followers will not be able to be at peace in the 

world. Instead he is giving them his own, much more enduring and reassuring peace. The hints 

here in chapter 14 become fully explained in the next couple of chapters. At the start of chapter 

16 for example, Jesus warns them that an hour is coming when those who kill you will think that by 

doing so they are offering worship to God, and by the end of the chapter he tells them In the world 

you will have tribulation. So there is no peace for followers of Jesus in a world that is in opposition 

to him.  

 

We should remind ourselves at this point of the context for this part of chapter 14. Jesus and the 

Disciples are still in the Upper Room and celebrating the Passover Supper together. Judas has 

slipped out to betray him and Jesus has given them the new commandment to love each other as 

he has loved them. Then he has spoken of the coming of another Advocate – the Holy Spirit. The 

word for advocate – parakletos in Greek – holds a number of meanings. It does indeed mean an 

advocate, a defence council from a courtroom, called alongside (para) to support the accused. So 

it also means helper, counsellor, comforter – in the literal sense of that word, one who brings new 

strength (fortis in Latin). Jesus then speaks of this Helper, being one is beside the disciples, abiding 

with them.  

 

As with all his speaking at the Last Supper, Jesus is trying to prepare the disciples not just for Good 

Friday but for the relationship they will have with him going forward and with the world which is 

about to reject him. 19 In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because 

I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in 

you. 21 They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who 

love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.’ 22 Judas (not 

Iscariot) said to him, ‘Lord, how is it that you will reveal yourself to us, and not to the world?’ 

 

Note that last verse, 22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, ‘Lord, how is it that you will reveal yourself 

to us, and not to the world?’ This is what comes immediately before today’s Gospel passage and 

knowing that we can see that we must interpret it, at least in part, as the answer to the question. 



How will you reveal yourself to us and not to the world? 23 Jesus answered him, ‘Those who love 

me will keep my word, and my Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our 

home with them. 24 Whoever does not love me does not keep my words; and the word that you 

hear is not mine, but is from the Father who sent me. 

In other words, what is it that will be distinctive about Jesus’ followers, what will mark them out as 

able to see his revealing of himself, when the world will be unable to? Jesus tells them that it all 

hinges on loving him and keeping his word. And his words are the Father’s words.  

 

Remember, Jesus has just told them that he is going to send the Spirit of Truth to abide within 

them. When they seek to love Jesus and keep his words they will have a powerful friend alongside 

them to help. As Jesus now makes clear in this passage, this Spirit of Truth, this Advocate is the 

Holy Spirit, to be sent by the Father in the name of the Son and at his request. 

 

It is I think, important for us to note that the giving of the Spirit is to all the disciples, as standing 

for the new people of God, the Church, as it will become on the Day of Pentecost. The Spirit is 

given corporately. When Jesus says I will ask the Father and he will give you another Advocate, to 

be with you for ever (John 14 vs 16), the ‘you’ there is plural. The Spirit is given to the Body of 

Christ’s disciples, to the Church. And the work of the Spirit in taking forward the mission of Jesus, 

which we shall see in Acts 2 onwards, is a work for and through the Church. Yes, each individual 

believer is brought into a dynamic relationship with Jesus through the work of the Holy Spirit. 

When we pray, as individuals, when we read the Bible, as individuals, when we sense the presence 

and promptings of God, as individuals, the Spirit is at work within us, on a personal level. But we 

should never forget that the primary giving of the Spirit, the primary work of the Spirit is through 

the Body of Christ, the Church.  

 

That is what we see in our Acts reading. We are in Acts 16 this week and events have moved on 

quite a way from last week’s reading in Acts 11. Last week, you recall, we saw the Church 

beginning to grapple with the biggest challenge it has ever - and will ever face. Is the saving work 

of Christ for everyone in the world, or is it just for those who continue within the framework of 

God’s revealed Law? We saw Peter attracting criticism from just such people, when they learned 

that he had eaten with gentiles in Joppa.  Here in Acts 16, we see Paul being led by a vision, to 

cross over from Asia Minor into Europe, for the first time and to actively focus his evangelism 

towards gentiles. We see the operation of the Holy Spirit at a personal level in the story of Lydia. 

She is drawing close to God and seeking opportunities to pray and worship but as she listens to 

Paul speaking, Luke tells us that the Lord opened her heart. That is the work of the Spirit at an 

individual level but see how it fits into the wider context of God’s purpose for the Church. In Acts 

11, Peter comes to realise how seeing God at work, through his Spirit, will lead the Church into the 

new truth that those who stick to the old Law of Moses cannot grasp. Peter finished his account of 

his time in Joppa with this testimony: 15 And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just 

as it had upon us at the beginning. 16 And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, 

“John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 17 If then God gave them 

the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could 

hinder God?’  

 



So it is that perhaps we need to get to the new Jerusalem the long way round, because we need 

God to work around us and in us and through us to make his new plans for the world a reality. 

 

Peter had to see that embracing the gentiles was entirely within the trajectory of Christ’s mission, 

sent as he was because God so loved the world. Appeals to Scripture and Tradition alone did not 

help the Church resolve their dilemma. Instead they had to be open to the Spirit and to have their 

eyes opened by the Spirit to see what God was doing ahead of them in the world. And so here 

now Paul is in Macedonia and the Church is starting its journey through the whole of the Roman 

Empire – and beyond. I suggested last week that this might give us a way forward as we seek to 

chart a way through controversial matters in the Church which cannot be clearly managed simply 

by Scripture and Tradition. The argument put up by Peter, having seen signs of the Spirit at work in 

the gentile community at Joppa, was still not a decisive, knock-down one. The argument rumbled 

on in the early Church for some years. But in the end the Spirit enabled them to discern that this 

new development was fully within the direction and scope of God’s purpose revealed in Christ. 

That process of discernment and of looking for the signs of God’s Kingdom, is I suggest, the way 

we should be grappling with the knotty questions that have arisen over matters like the ordination 

of women, the remarriage of divorcees and now, the issue of same-sex marriage. Again, the 

journey to the New Jerusalem probably needs for us to go the long way round. 

 

In today’s Gospel passage, Jesus ends by telling the disciples that he is leaving them with his 

peace, a peace that is quite unlike what they could hope to find in the world. How so? Because this 

is a peace centred on him, rooted in the Father’s love and brought into operation by the Spirit. Our 

reading finished just short of the last 2 verse of chapter 14: 30 I will no longer talk much with you, 

for the ruler of this world is coming. He has no power over me; 31 but I do as the Father has 

commanded me, so that the world may know that I love the Father. Rise, let us be on our way. 

Jesus has promised peace but first the storm is breaking. The ruler of this world is coming. Those 

last words Rise, let us be on our way suggest that he now leads them out of the Upper Room to the 

Garden of Gethsemane and his arrest. How fitting that almost the last thing he says to the 

disciples in the Upper Room is Peace I leave with you. Fitting because that is the first thing he says 

to them 3 days later in that same Upper Room Peace be with you.  

 

The life of this new gathering of God’s people, the mission of this new People of God, this Church, 

is rooted in the peace promised by Christ, but even more so by the fact that is the operation of all 

3 persons of the Trinity which brings it about. Perhaps a question for us to go away and think 

about is whether we are now to be the People of this Trinity God, allowing him to shape us and 

direct us by the Spirit or are we going to shrink back, like some of Peter’s companions did, and 

look for the easier option of written rules and time-hallowed traditions. 
25 ‘I have said these things to you while I am still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, 

whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have 

said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world 

gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. 
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